Supercar Theme Installation Guide and Technical Notes

    All files are virus-free and can be opened directly.  If you are more comfortable downloading them, I recommend using your C:/TEMP folder.  That way, it's easy to remember where to go to delete them.

     To install the Supercar Themes:

· Go to www.MapperGuru.com/Supercar.html
· Click on Supercar Screen Saver (Supercar.exe) and either Open, or download and then open.  This installs the Supercar Screensaver. If you have previously installed it, use the "Re-install" option.  You can delete Supercar.exe when finished.

· Click on Supercar Desktop Themes (Supercar.zip) and unzip all files to C:\Program Files\Plus!\Themes\Supercar.  Your unzip utility should create the folder for you, but if not, use Explorer to create it.  You can delete Supercar.zip when finished.

· Click on Desktop Architect (da211.exe) to install the Desktop Architect, or use whatever theme manager you're comfortable with. Run it, then go to File, Open, and browse to C:/Program Files/Plus!/Themes/Supercar. A window will pop up with a number of themes listed: Supercar.theme, Supercar_Deep_Red.theme, Supercar_Blue.theme, Supercar_RWB.theme, Supercar_B_and_W.theme, Black_Rock.theme, Black_Rock_Gold.theme, and Black_Rock_Retro.theme.  Choose at will and then click Apply.  You can delete da211.exe after installation.

· This step is required because of a minor shortcoming in Decktop Architect.  Go to Start, Settings, Control Panel, Sounds & Audio Devices. You should see the properties window. Click the Sounds tab. Notice that even though our sounds are in effect, DA has failed to save it as a sound scheme.  Click Save As and save it as Supercar. That way, if you want to change or disable sounds, you can revert back to the SC scheme without having to re-apply the whole scheme via DA.

IMPORTANT NOTES - please read!

· This screensaver accesses imbedded images from your hard drive.  I strongly recommend that you temporarily disable it before running a disk defrag (note: this does not appear to be necessary for XP).  Otherwise, accessing images on the drive may cause defrag to restart, and it might never finish.  To disable the screensaver, right-click your desktop, then "Properties", then "Screen Saver".  Select "None" and then click "Apply".  Reverse the process to restart it.

· Installing the screensaver will write a file named Supercar.scr to the C:\Windows\System32 directory.   If you installed earlier alpha versions (Black Rock One.scr, Supercar-Take1.scr, and/or Supercar-Beta2.scr), they should be in C:\Windows\System32 and can be deleted.

· The screensaver opens with a short movie that requires Quicktime. Go to http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/ if you need to download it.

· I used the Desktop Architect (DA) to construct the theme files.  For some unknown reason, you can’t use “Display Properties, Themes” to select the Supercar theme.  Windows is unhappy with the theme files, claiming something is missing, but refuses to explain what.  So I recommend using DA to control your themes.  Remember, you aren’t restricted to applying only the Supercar theme.

· I included extra sounds, icons, cursors, and wallpaper pix.  You can use DA to change any of those settings.  All of the various theme versions use the same sounds, cursors, and icons.  The only differences are in the colors and wallpaper, with the exception of Black_Rock_Retro, which also uses a different font.
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All screenshots of the Supercar series are copyright ITV/Granada.


Other images are most generously offered and copyrighted by
Mick Imrie, Fred Kuentz, Austin Tate, and Kez Wilson.

Thanks to all the Supercar fans who so generously shared their pictures on the Internet.

The Supercar ScreenSaver and Desktop Themes Project was conceived and designed by Rob Haeuser.  Please email me at GORT88@Austin.RR.com if you have any questions or comments.
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